


W E L C O M E
On behalf of Football South Australia I would like to welcome all clubs, officials,
players and spectators to the 2020 Senior Men's Grand Finals, proudly presented
by Boral
 
Firstly, I would like to thank the Football community for their efforts in what has
been a challenging year for all.  The football community has rebounded very
strongly following our temporary suspension of activities in the wake of COVID –
19 back in March this year, as well as overcoming additional challenges in recent
weeks, which illustrates great resilience and love for the game.
 
This week's NPL, State League 1 and State League 2 Grand Finals will be played
across three nights. For a second consecutive year, Adelaide Comets will battle it
out with Campbelltown City, where Comets will be out for redemption while the
Red Devils are eyeing off what would be an astounding three-peat. Sturt Lions
face White City where the victor will earn themselves the remaining place in South
Australia's top tier competition for 2021, while Cobras will be gunning for a
League/Grand Final double against Eastern United, who will join them in State
League 1 next season. I wish all participating teams the very best for their
respective matches. 

Finally I would like to extend a thank you to Football South Australia's valued
corporate partners for their continued support in what has been a challenging year
for all. 
 
On behalf of the Football SA Board and Staff, I hope you enjoy what is sure to be
a great week of finals football.
 

Yours sincerely,
Michael Carter

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



N P L  G R A N D  F I N A L
FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER | COOPERS STADIUM

Adelaide Comets v Campbelltown City

Kick-Off 7.20pm

STATE LEAGUE 1 GRAND FINAL
PLAYED THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER

 VALO FOOTBALL CENTRE

Sturt Lions 2 - 0 White City 

STATE LEAGUE 2 GRAND FINAL
PLAYED WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER 

VALO FOOTBALL CENTRE

Adelaide Omonia Cobras 0 - 1 Eastern United (AET)



M A T C H  O F F I C I A L S

N A T I O N A L  P R E M I E R
L E A G U E

S T A T E  L E A G U E  1

S T A T E  L E A G U E  2

R e f e r e e :  D a n i e l  C o o k
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :  D a n i e l  G o o d w i n

A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :  H e n r y  D a y
F o u r t h  O f f i c i a l :  I s a b e l l a  B l a e s s

A s s e s s o r :  M i c h e l l e  S m i t h
S h a d o w  R e f e r e e :  N i c h o l a s  F r a n g i s k o s

R e f e r e e :  C h r i s t i a n  V e r d i c c h i o
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :  A n d r e w  K i t e
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :  L i a m  M i l l e r

F o u r t h  O f f i c i a l :  J o n a t h a n  H u n t e r
A s s e s s o r :  M a t t h e w  C r e a m

R e f e r e e :  C u r t i s  W o r d s w o r t h
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :  N i c k  E l a g i n

A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :  A l e x a n d e r  D i a m o n d
F o u r t h  O f f i c i a l :  G a r y  M o o n e y

A s s e s s o r :  R a y m o n d  G r i m a





Campbelltown CityAdelaide Comets

14  Andijanto, Nathan 
3  Barnett, Manley 
16  Beric, Ninko 
6  Bladen, Jack 

77  Christofilos, Chris 
18  Dimou, Nathan 

4  Dittmar, Tom 
21  Ikonomopoulos, Nikolas 

5  Le Cornu, Adam 
11  LoBasso, Jayden 

10  Mavrolambados, Anthony 
23  Nagel, Scott 

17  Smith, Lansana 
1  Torresan, Julian 

15  Tsalamangos, Konstandinos 
31  Vaughan, Daniel 
22  Welsh, Allan (C) 
9  Wiens, Andreas 

8  Yates, Ryan 
7  Yengi, Tete 

Coach: Barney Smith 
Assistant: Kon Antoniou

Manager: Evangelo Katsambis
Trainer: Elsie Kenny 

Physio: Emma Gericke 
Team Staff: Antonios Galanopoulos

Matthew Bates

7  Allwright, Joel 
11  Barresi, Joshua 
3  Carpenter, Blake 

4  Centofanti, Connor 
10  Ditroia, Luigi 

12  Francese, Nicholas 
23  Halliday, Jake 

20  Harpas, Nicholas 
2  Harvey, Shaun (C) 

6  Kirk, Dion 
9  Marino, Marc 

8  Mullen, Alexander 
16  Mullen, Daniel 
5  Mullen, Matthew 

14  Piscioneri, Adam 
15  Piscioneri, Antony 
1  Signorello, Jamie 

Coach: Iain Fyfe
Assistan: Corey Artone

Manager: Panfilo Ciccocioppo
Trainer: Elio Bria 

Team Staff: Les Pogliacomi 
David Cavaiuolo 



N P L  |  R O A D  T O  T H E
F I N A L S

W e e k  1  
Campbelltown City 0 - 0 Adelaide 

Week 2
Adelaide Comets 3 - 0 Campbelltown City
(Yengi 45, Wiens 71, 75)
 

W e e k  1  
Campbelltown City 0 - 0 Adelaide 

Week 2
Adelaide Comets 3 - 0 Campbelltown City
(T.Yengi 45, A.Wiens 71, 75)

Week 3
Campbelltown 4 - 0 Adelaide City
(B.Carpenter 23, A.Mullen 29, M.Marino
37, L.Ditroia 79) 



M A T C H  P R E V I E W  
A n d  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t ,  i t  a l l  c o m e s  d o w n  t o  t h i s .  A f t e r  a
s e a s o n  t h a t  h a s  l a s t e d  a l m o s t  t e n  m o n t h s  f r o m  s t a r t  t o
f i n i s h  t h a n k s  t o  a  o n c e  i n  a  l i f e t i m e  p a n d e m i c ,  A d e l a i d e
C o m e t s  a n d  C a m p b e l l t o w n  C i t y  a r e  t h e  t w o  t e a m s  l e f t
s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  r a c e  t o  c l a i m  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  f o o t b a l l ’ s
t o p  p r i z e :  T h e  N P L  C H A M P I O N S H I P .

N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  s i d e s  a r e  s t r a n g e r s  t o  G r a n d  F i n a l s ,
h a v i n g  c o n t e s t e d  t h e  d e c i d e r  l a s t  y e a r  a t  t h e  s a m e
g r o u n d .  C a m p b e l l t o w n  w e r e  v i c t o r i o u s  o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,
r u n n i n g  o u t  3  –  0  w i n n e r s  a n d  c l a i m i n g  t h e i r  s e c o n d
c o n s e c u t i v e  l e a g u e  t i t l e ,  b u t  t h i s  s e a s o n  l o o k s  m u c h
h a r d e r  t o  p r e d i c t .

A s  t h e  t o p  t w o  s i d e s  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  m i n o r  r o u n d ,
s e p a r a t e d  b y  a  s o l i t a r y  p o i n t  a f t e r  2 2  r o u n d s  o f  N P L
f o o t b a l l ,  w e ’ r e  a l l  s e t  u p  f o r  a n  i m m e n s e ,  a c t i o n - p a c k e d
n i g h t  a t  C o o p e r s  t o n i g h t !

R O A D  T O  T H E  G R A N D  F I N A L  -  A D E L A I D E  C O M E T S

C o m e t s  w e r e  c r o w n e d  m i n o r  p r e m i e r s  o f  t h e  N P L  a f t e r  a n o t h e r
s t r o n g  s e a s o n  o f  t o p - f l i g h t  f o o t b a l l  w h e r e  t h e y  m a n a g e d  t o
h o l d  f i r m  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  t a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f
t h e  s e a s o n .

B o a s t i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  b e s t  a t t a c k  a n d  d e f e n c e  i n  t h e
c o m p e t i t i o n  ( b e h i n d  o n l y  M e t r o S t a r s  a n d  A d e l a i d e  C i t y
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) ,  C o m e t s  b e c a m e  k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  p o w e r f u l
a t t a c k s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  r e s o l u t e  d e f e n d i n g .

T h i s  w a s  n o  m o r e  a p p a r e n t  t h a n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  s e v e n - m a t c h
w i n n i n g  r u n  b e t w e e n  R o u n d  1 9  a n d  R o u n d  7 ,  w h e r e  t h e y
n e t t e d  1 9  t i m e s  a t  a l m o s t  t h r e e  p e r  g a m e ,  c o n c e d e d  j u s t
f o u r  g o a l s  a n d  c l a i m e d  t h e  s c a l p s  o f  f e l l o w  t o p  s i x  s i d e s
R a i d e r s ,  C r o y d o n  K i n g s  a n d  M e t r o S t a r s .



T h e i r  p a t h  t o  t h e  G r a n d  F i n a l  w a s  t h e  s h o r t e s t  o f  a n y  s i d e ,
c l a i m i n g  a  3  –  0  w i n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  l e g  o f  t h e i r  s e m i - f i n a l
a g a i n s t  t o n i g h t ' s  o p p o n e n t  t o  c l i n c h  a  b e r t h  i n  t h e  d e c i d e r  a n d
m a r k  t h e i r  f i r s t  w i n  a g a i n s t  C a m p b e l l t o w n  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  l e g  o f
t h e  s a m e  f i n a l  l a s t  s e a s o n .

T h e  m e n  i n  b l u e  a n d  b l a c k  e n t e r  t h i s  c o n t e s t  w i t h  a d d e d
m o t i v a t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  h e a v y  d e f e a t  o n  t h e  b i g  s t a g e  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  a
f i r e  t h a t  i s  s u r e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b u r n i n g  i n  t h e  b e l l i e s  o f  t h e i r
p l a y e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s e a s o n  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  l e a d - u p  t o
t o n i g h t .

R O A D  T O  T H E  G R A N D  F I N A L  -  C A M P B E L L T O W N  C I T Y

L i f e  h a s n ’ t  q u i t e  b e e n  a s  s m o o t h  s a i l i n g  f o r  C a m p b e l l t o w n  a s
i t  w a s  l a s t  s e a s o n ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  c o m f o r t a b l y  c r o w n e d  m i n o r
p r e m i e r s  b e f o r e  g o i n g  o n  t o  c l a i m  t h e i r  s e c o n d  c h a m p i o n s h i p
i n  a s  m a n y  s e a s o n s .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  i m p r e s s i v e  d u r i n g
2 0 2 0 ,  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  a  l e a n  p a t c h  a f t e r  t h e  p a n d e m i c -
e n f o r c e d  b r e a k  t o  s h o o t  b a c k  u p  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  i n t o  p r e m i e r s h i p
c o n t e n t i o n .

D e s p i t e  r e g i s t e r i n g  t h e i r  l e a n e s t  s e a s o n  i n  f r o n t  o f  g o a l  s i n c e
2 0 1 7 ,  w h i c h  s a w  t h e m  f i n i s h  n i n t h  o n  t h e  l a d d e r ,  t h e i r  s t r o n g
d e f e n s i v e  r e c o r d  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a  k n a c k
f o r  l a t e  g o a l s  k e p t  t h e m  t o w a r d s  t h e  t o p  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e
y e a r .

C a m p b e l l t o w n  w e r e  c o m f o r t a b l y  b e a t e n  i n  t h e i r  s e m i - f i n a l
a g a i n s t  C o m e t s ,  e n d i n g  t h e i r  i m p r e s s i v e  u n b e a t e n  r u n  a g a i n s t
t h e i r  r i v a l s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  f a c e  a n o t h e r
t e s t  t o  m a k e  i t  t o  C o o p e r s  S t a d i u m  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  c u t - t h r o a t
p r e l i m i n a r y  f i n a l .

T h e y  p a s s e d  t h a t  t e s t  w i t h  f l y i n g  c o l o u r s ,  d i s m a n t l i n g  a  r e d -
h o t  A d e l a i d e  C i t y  o u t f i t  4  –  0  t h a n k s  t o  a  1 5 - m i n u t e  f i r s t - h a l f
b l i t z  t h a t  s a w  t h e  h o m e  s i d e  f i n d  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  n e t  t h r e e
t i m e s ,  a n d  m o v e  o n t o  t h e  h u g e  m a t c h  t o n i g h t  w i t h  a  p o i n t  t o
p r o v e  a n d  a  t h i r d  c o n s e c u t i v e  t i t l e  o n  t h e  l i n e .



P L A Y E R  T O  W A T C H

T h e  C o m e t s  s k i p p e r  h a s  h a d  a  s e a s o n  t o  r e m e m b e r ,
w i n n i n g  h i s  t h i r d  S e r g i o  M e l t a  M e d a l  i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  f i v e
s e a s o n s  a f t e r  c l i n c h i n g  t h e  N P L  G o l d e n  B o o t .

H a v i n g  s t a r t e d  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  d e f e n c e ,  t h e  f o r m e r
N e w c a s t l e  J e t  h a s  b e e n  a  r e v e l a t i o n  f o r  C o m e t s  f u r t h e r  u p
t h e  g r o u n d  i n  r e c e n t  s e a s o n s ,  h i s  1 8  g o a l s  f r o m  m i d f i e l d
t e s t a m e n t  t o  h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  p r e s e n c e  o n  t h e  p i t c h .

W e l s h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p i v o t a l  p l a y e r s  o n  t h e  p a r k  f o r
C o m e t s  w e e k  i n ,  w e e k  o u t  a n d  c o u l d  p r o v e  t o  b e  t h e  X -
f a c t o r  i n  h i s  s i d e ’ s  h u n t  f o r  t h e  t o p - f l i g h t  c h a m p i o n s h i p
t h a t  h a s  e l u d e d  t h e m  f o r  s o  l o n g .

A L L A N  W E L S H  -  C A P T A I N  F A N T A S T I C
( A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s )



P L A Y E R  T O  W A T C H

M a r i n o  i s  n o  s t r a n g e r  t o  C o o p e r s  S t a d i u m  u n d e r  l i g h t s ,
w i t h  h i s  h a t - t r i c k  i n  l a s t  y e a r ’ s  G r a n d  F i n a l  e n s u r i n g  h i s
s i d e  c a m e  h o m e  w i t h  t h e  c h o c o l a t e s  a g a i n s t  C o m e t s .

E i g h t  g o a l s  i n  1 7  m a t c h e s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f o r m e r  A d e l a i d e
U n i t e d  a n d  M e l b o u r n e  C i t y  m a n ’ s  b i g g e s t  h a u l  i n  a  h o m e
a n d  a w a y  s e a s o n  f o r  C a m p b e l l t o w n ,  l e a d i n g  t h e  C l u b ’ s
s c o r i n g  c h a r t  a l o n g s i d e  B l a k e  C a r p e n t e r  a n d  b e i n g  a b l y
s u p p o r t e d  b y  J o s h u a  B a r r e s i  a n d  L u i g i  D i t r o i a .

M a r i n o ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  p o p  u p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  a t  t h e  r i g h t
t i m e ,  a n d  s c o r e  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  w o r l d i e ,  c o u l d  p r o v e  v i t a l
t o  C a m p b e l l t o w n ’ s  c h a m p i o n s h i p  h o p e s  a s  h e  p r e p a r e s  t o
s e t  t h e  b i g  s t a g e  a l i g h t  o n c e  a g a i n .

M A R C  M A R I N O -  T H E  M A N  F O R  T H E  
B I G  S T A G E

( C a m p b e l l t o w n  C i t y )



H E A D  T O  H E A D

S E M I  F I N A L  2  ( 1 3 / 1 1 / 2 0 ) :  
A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s  3  –  0  C a m p b e l l t o w n  C i t y

S E M I  F I N A L  1  ( 6 / 1 1 / 2 0 ) :  
C a m p b e l l t o w n  C i t y  0  –  0  A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s

R 9 ( 1 9 / 9 / 2 0 ) :  
C a m p b e l l t o w n  C i t y  3  –  2  A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s

R 1 8  ( 1 8 / 7 / 2 0 ) :  
A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s  0  –  1  C a m p b e l l t o w n  C i t y  

2 0 1 9  N P L  G R A N D  F I N A L  ( 1 4 / 9 / 1 9 )  
C a m p b e l l t o w n  C i t y  3  -  0  A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s




