


On behalf of Football South Australia, I would like to welcome all clubs, officials,
players and spectators to the 2021 Senior Grand Finals, proudly presented by
Boral.

Firstly, I would like to thank the football community for their efforts in what has
been another challenging year for all. The football community has once again,
been guided by many outstanding leaders at club and association level. This
leadership has resulted in the football community rebounding strongly in 2021.

This week's RAANPLSA, WNPL, State League One and State League Two Grand
Finals will be played across four days. For a third consecutive year, Adelaide
Comets will battle for the RAANPLSA Championship trophy. Adelaide City will be
looking for redemption after Adelaide Comets stole the Minor Premiers title away
with the last kick of the 2021 regular season. Salisbury Inter look to make it a
treble winning season as they look to win the SA Power Network's WNPLSA
Grand Final as they travel to Summit Sport & Recreation Park on Saturday to face
off against West Adelaide. Both teams are looking to top off an outstanding
season with Grand Final glory. Both White City and WT Birkalla have gained
promotion to South Australia's top tier competition for 2022, however Thursday
night sees both teams clash for the right to call themselves the 2021 State League
One Champions. While Adelaide University and Vipers FC will compete in a must-
see Grand Final that will see the victor earn themselves the remaining place and
join Port Adelaide in South Australia's State League One for 2022. 

Finally, I would like to extend a thank you to Football South Australia's valued
corporate partners for their continued support who have been instrumental in
helping us deliver season 2021. 

On behalf of the Football SA Board and Staff, I hope you enjoy what is sure to be
a great week of finals football.

Yours sincerely,
Michael Carter

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

W E L C O M E







R A A  N P L S A  G R A N D  F I N A L

FRIDAY 22 OCTOBER | MARDEN SPORTS COMPLEX

Adelaide City v Adelaide Comets

Kick-Off 7.30pm




W N P L S A  G R A N D  F I N A L
SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER | SUMMIT SPORT & REC CENTRE

Salisbury Inter v West Adelaide

Kick-Off 3pm




STATE LEAGUE 1 GRAND FINAL
THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER | VALO FOOTBALL CENTRRE

White City v WT Birkalla

Kick-Off 7.30pm




STATE LEAGUE 2 GRAND FINAL
WEDNESDAY 20 OCTOBER | VALO FOOTBALL CENTRE 

Adelaide University v Vipers FC

Kick-Off 7.30pm





M A T C H  O F F I C I A L S
R A A  N P L S A

S T A T E  L E A G U E  1

S T A T E  L E A G U E  2

R e f e r e e :   D a n i e l  G o o d w i n
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :   H e n r y  D a y  

A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :   A n d r e w  K i t e
F o u r t h  O f f i c i a l :   G a r r y  P o w e r s  

M e n t e e :   M a t t h e w  G u e r r e r a
M e n t o r :   D a n i e l  E l d e r

R e f e r e e :   C u r t i s  W o r d s w o r t h   
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :   P a u l a  O r l a n d i   

A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :   N i c k  E l a g i n  
F o u r t h  O f f i c i a l :   E r i c  F o r d  S e s t i l i

M e n t e e :   D a n i e l  S t e e l
M e n t o r :   M a t t h e w  C r e a m  




R e f e r e e :   D a n i e l  F a u l k n e r  
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :   I a n  C r o s s i n g  
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :  A l e x  D i a m o n d  

F o u r t h  O f f i c i a l :   L i a m  M i l l e r
M e n t e e :   K i n g s l e y  G r e e n

M e n t o r :   R a y  G r i m a



W N P L S A
R e f e r e e :   J o e - J o r d a n  T r i p o d i  

A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :   T o m  B r i n k w o r t h  
A s s i s t a n t  R e f e r e e :   T h o m a s  T e m b y    

F o u r t h  O f f i c i a l :   G a r y  M o o n e y  
M e n t e e :   J e s s i c a  W i l k i n s o n

M e n t o r :   P e t e r  V a n  D e r  Z w a a g







Adelaide Comets





Adelaide City





Daniel Bressan
4. Matthew Halliday

6. Bradley Corbo
8. Joseph Costa

9. Luka Chikwuba
10. Nicholas Bucco

11. Charlie Devereux
13. Lachlan Barr

14. Aladin Irabona
20. Kur Kur

19. James Boffa
21. Cristian Aloisi
23. Jai King-Byrne
40. Jed Gauci (GK)
45. Markus Orchard
77. Asad Kasumovic



*Subject To Change






Coach: Paul Pezos 
Assistants: Stavros Gelekis, 

Angelo Paul
GK Coach: Edward Scalzi 

Team Staff: Fabian Garuccio, Luis
Fernandez Astudillo

Nathan Andijanto
Manley Barnett

Ninko Beric
Jack Bladen

Chris Christofilos
Ryan Cook

Jaiden Diamantis
Nathan Dimou

Nikolas Ikonomopoulos
Lukas Ikonomopoulos

John Karatzas
Elsie Kenney

Harry Keramidis
Adam Le Cornu
Jayden Lobasso

Anthony Mavrolambados
Scott Nagel

Lachlan Stead
Julian Torresan
Daniel Vaughan

Allan Welsh
Ryan Yates



Head Coach: Barney Smith

Assistants: James Guffogg, 
Andreas Wiens 

Manager: Evangelo Katsambis
Trainer: Emma Gericke

High Performance Coach: 
Andrew Furner 

GK Coach: Matthew Bates





W e e k  1  
Adelaide City 0 - 1 Adelaide Comets
(A. Welsh 73')

Week 2
Adelaide Comets 1 - 3 Adelaide City
(Giannakopoulos 34')

Week 3
Adelaide Comets 1 - 0 Sturt Lions
(Beric 96') 

         N P L S A  |  
R O A D  T O  T H E  F I N A L S

W e e k  1  
Adelaide City 0 - 1 Adelaide Comets 

Week 2
Adelaide Comets 1 - 3 Adelaide City
(J. Costa 51', A. Le Cornu (OG) 81',
K. Kur 90+4')
 

C o n n e c t  W i t h  U s
F o o t b a l l  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a
@ f o o t b a l l s o u t h a u

@ f o o t b a l l s o u t h a u @ F o o t b a l l S A _ N P L



M A T C H  P R E V I E W  
A f t e r  a  s e a s o n  o f  u p s  a n d  d o w n s ,  i t  c o m e s  d o w n  t o  t w o :
A d e l a i d e  C i t y  g o  h e a d - t o - h e a d  w i t h  A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s  t h i s
F r i d a y  n i g h t  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h o  c l a i m s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r i z e  i n
S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  m e n ’ s  f o o t b a l l .

T h e  m a t c h  f i r m s  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f a s c i n a t i n g  o n e  g i v e n
t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  s i d e s  h a v e ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  b e e n  t h e
b r i d e s m a i d s  b u t  n e v e r  t h e  b r i d e s ,  w i t h  C o m e t s  l o s i n g  t h e
l a s t  t w o  G r a n d  F i n a l s  ( 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 )  a n d  C i t y  t h e  d e f e a t e d
s i d e  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t h r e e  ( 2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 8 ) .  

A  w i n  t o n i g h t  f o r  t h e  B l a c k  a n d  W h i t e s  w o u l d  s e e  t h e m
c r o w n e d  c h a m p i o n s  o f  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e
s i n c e  2 0 1 0 ,  w h i l e  t h e  m i n o r  p r e m i e r s  a g a i n  h a v e  a  s h o t  a t
w i n n i n g  t h e  f i r s t  l e a g u e  t i t l e  i n  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  s o  l e t ’ s  s e e
h o w  e a c h  o f  t h e m  h a v e  f a r e d  t h i s  s e a s o n .

A D E L A I D E  C I T Y  ( 2 N D :  4 1  p o i n t s ,  + 2 0  G D )

I n  a  y e a r  w h e n  f e w  s i d e s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c e m e n t  t h e m s e l v e s
i n  t h e  t o p  h a l f ,  C i t y  h e l d  f i r m  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  t a b l e  f o r
m o s t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ,  a t  t i m e s  u n c h a l l e n g e d  a t  t h e  s u m m i t ,
a s  t h e y  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  c r u i s i n g  t o w a r d s  a  m i n o r
p r e m i e r s h i p .
I t  d i d n ’ t  q u i t e  p a n  o u t  f o r  t h e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i t h  a  s l o w  e n d
t o  t h e  s e a s o n  s e e i n g  t h e i r  c o m f o r t a b l e  l e a d  a t  t h e  t o p
e v a p o r a t e  a s  C o m e t s  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  c l o u d s  t o  s n a t c h  t o p
s p o t  i n  t h e  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .
T h e i r  r e c e n t  l e a n  r e c o r d  a g a i n s t  t o n i g h t ’ s  o p p o n e n t s
l o o k e d  s e t  t o  c o n t i n u e  a f t e r  a  1 - 0  h o m e  d e f e a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t
l e g  a n d  a  2 - 0  a g g r e g a t e  d e f i c i t  a t  h a l f - t i m e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d ,
b u t  t h r e e  g o a l s  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  4 5  m i n u t e s  e m p h a t i c a l l y
s e n t  t h e m  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  d e c i d e r .
D e s p i t e  t h e  h u g e l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  S e m i - F i n a l ,
f o r w a r d  N i c  B u c c o  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  s i d e  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o
s o a k  i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m a k i n g  t h e  G r a n d  F i n a l  a n d  s t a y
l e v e l - h e a d e d  o v e r  t h e i r  w e e k e n d  o f f .



" [ W e ’ r e ]  c a l m ,  c o m p o s e d  a n d  e x c i t e d , ”  h e  e x p l a i n e d  a t
F o o t b a l l  S A ’ s  p r e s s  e v e n t  i n  R u n d l e  M a l l  o n  T u e s d a y .  
“ W e ’ v e  b e e n  h e r e  e n o u g h  t i m e s  t o  k n o w  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
s i t u a t i o n  a n d  w h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  d o ,  s o  [ w e ’ r e ]  j u s t  g o i n g  t o
e n j o y  i t . ”
W i t h  t h e i r  h o o d o o  a g a i n s t  C o m e t s  n o w  b r o k e n ,  C i t y  w i l l  e n t e r
t h e  c o n t e s t  w i t h  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  s e l f - b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e y  c a n
g o  o n e  s t e p  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e y ’ v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s
a n d  e t c h  t h e i r  n a m e  o n t o  t h e  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  h o n o u r  r o l l .

A D E L A I D E  C O M E T S  ( 1 S T :  4 3  p o i n t s ,  + 1 4  G D )

I t  w a s n ’ t  w i t h o u t  i t s  c o n c e r n s ,  b u t  C o m e t s  n o w  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s
i n  a  t h i r d  s u c c e s s i v e  N P L  G r a n d  F i n a l ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  i n
a s  m a n y  y e a r s  t h e y ’ v e  d o n e  s o  o f f  t h e  b a c k  o f  a  m i n o r
p r e m i e r s h i p .

T h a t  p r e m i e r s h i p  w a s  s t o l e n  f r o m  C i t y ’ s  g r a s p  a s  l a t e  a s
p o s s i b l e ,  a f t e r  N a t h a n  A n d i j a n t o  n e t t e d  i n  t h e  9 2 n d  m i n u t e  o f
t h e i r  R o u n d  2 2  c l a s h  w i t h  A d e l a i d e  O l y m p i c  t o  s e c u r e  a  3 - 2
v i c t o r y  a n d ,  c r u c i a l l y ,  s e n d  t h e m  t w o  p o i n t s  c l e a r  o f  t o n i g h t ’ s
o p p o n e n t s .  I t  w a s  o f f  t h e  b a c k  o f  a  s c i n t i l l a t i n g  r u n  h o m e  t h a t
t h e y  e v e n  g o t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  c h a l l e n g e  C i t y ,
w h o s e  l e a d  n e a r e d  t e n  p o i n t s  w i t h  o n l y  a  f e w  w e e k s  l e f t  i n  t h e
s e a s o n ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  d o  s o  t o  a d d  t o  t h e i r  t r o p h y
c a b i n e t .  
T h e y  c o u l d n ’ t  m a k e  i t  c o u n t  a c r o s s  t h e  f u l l  1 8 0  m i n u t e s  o f
t h e i r  S e m i - F i n a l  t i e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  g r i n d  o u t  a
n e r v y  1 - 0  w i n  o v e r  S t u r t  L i o n s  i n  e x t r a - t i m e  o f  t h e  P r e l i m i n a r y
F i n a l  t o  s e a l  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  C h a m p i o n s h i p  g a m e .
C l u b  c a p t a i n  a n d  t h r e e - t i m e  S e r g i o  M e l t a  M e d a l l i s t  A l l a n
W e l s h  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  m a t c h  f o r  b o t h  s i d e s ,
s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  s e t  t o  b e  a n  e x h i l a r a t i n g  c o n t e s t .
" I  t h i n k  w e ’ v e  b o t h  l o s t  a  f e w  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  a n d  b o t h  n o t  h a d
t h e  b e s t  o f  l u c k  i n  f i n a l s ,  s o  b o t h  t e a m s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  w a n t  t h i s
r e a l l y  b a d , ”  h e  s a i d .
“ I  t h i n k  i t ’ s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  t i g h t  o n e  a n d  a  b i t  o f  q u a l i t y  w i l l
d e c i d e  [ t h e  r e s u l t ] . ”
W i t h  a  s t a r - s t u d d e d  t e a m  a n d  s t r o n g  r e c o r d  a c r o s s  2 0 2 1  ( a n d
a g a i n s t  C i t y ) ,  w i l l  i t  b e  t h i r d  t i m e  l u c k y  f o r  C o m e t s  t h i s
w e e k e n d ?



H E A D  T O  H E A D



S E M I  F I N A L  2  ( 8 / 1 0 / 2 1 ) :  

A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s  1  –  3  A d e l a i d e  C i t y





S E M I  F I N A L  1  ( 2 / 1 0 / 2 1 ) :  
A d e l a i d e  C i t y  0  –  1  A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s






R 1 9 ( 2 8 / 8 / 2 1 ) :  
A d e l a i d e  C i t y  1  –  2  A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s






R 8  ( 1 2 / 6 / 2 1 ) :  
A d e l a i d e  C o m e t s  2  –  0  A d e l a i d e  C i t y  







West Adelaide





Salisbury Inter



1. Matilda Comley

2. Khal Adam Khan
5. Isabella Kouimtzis

6. Nicole Calder
7. Maria Jose Rojas Pino

8. Emily Condon
9. Angelique Vreugdenburg
10. Chrissa Pavlomanolakos

11. Nicola Frazzetto
12. Chantelle Ryder (C)
14. Emily Heazlewood

15. Sharni Tansell
16. Meleri Mullan

17. Dragana Kljajic
20. Erin Hood

23. Anna Pritchard
24. Mina Nishitani






*Subject To Change



Coaches: Simon Catanzaro
Assistants: Brad Donovan, Darran

King, Arnouluck Sirisay
Team Staff: Tamara Simeoni, Shreya

Modi, Kim Hood, Colin Bajkusev



Erin Murphy
Nadia Sultani
Laura Johns

Georgia Macri
Maddie DuRieu

Alison Atkins
Christie Hillyer
Harriet Burnett

Lucy Adamopoulos
Ellie Seaton

Georgie Nicola
Stefanie Lang 
Elena Psaroulis

Zoe Haralampopoulos
Emily Hodgson

Justine Hall
Nicole Tilley (C)
Khatima Sultani
Siena Covino



*Subject To Change



Coaches: Tracey Jenkins

Asistants: Alex Macdonald, Alice
Gorman, Leanne Davis

Team Staff: David Lewis, Lachlan Hall





W N P L S A  |  
R O A D  T O  T H E  F I N A L S

W e e k  1  
Salisbury Inter 6 - 1 West Adelaide
(E. Condon 6', 37', M. Rojas 10', 17', D.
Kljajic 42', A. Pritchard 55')

W e e k  1  
Salisbury Inter 6 - 1 West Adelaide
(Hillyer 57')

Week 2
West Adelaide 4 - 0 Adelaide City
(L. Johns 30', 74', A. Atkins 40', H. Burnett
78')



M A T C H  P R E V I E W  
T h e  f i n a l  d a y  o f  o u r  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  G r a n d  F i n a l  b o n a n z a
s h a p e s  a s  a  c l a s s i c  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  d o m i n a n t  f o r c e s  i n
w o m e n ’ s  f o o t b a l l  f o r  2 0 2 1 ,  a s  S a l i s b u r y  I n t e r  a n d  W e s t
A d e l a i d e  d u k e  i t  o u t  o n  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n .

A g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k d r o p  o f  t h e  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  S u m m i t  S p o r t
a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  P a r k  i n  M o u n t  B a r k e r ,  t h i s  G r a n d  F i n a l
s h a p e s  a s  a  m a s s i v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  b o t h  s i d e s  t o  w i n
t h e i r  f i r s t  W N P L  c h a m p i o n s h i p  a n d  i s  t h e  f i r s t  d e c i d e r  t o
n o t  f e a t u r e  A d e l a i d e  C i t y  s i n c e  i t s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n  2 0 1 6 .

T h e  s p e c t a c l e  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  a  f a n t a s t i c  o n e  f o r  f o o t b a l l
f a n s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e s .  W i t h  s o  m u c h  o n  t h e
l i n e  i n  t h i s  o n e  m a t c h ,  w h i c h  t e a m  w i l l  c o m e  o u t  o n  t o p ?

S A L I S B U R Y  I N T E R  ( 1 S T :  4 9  p o i n t s ,  + 5 0  G D )

2 0 2 1  h a s  b e e n  t h e  y e a r  o f  I n t e r  t h u s  f a r ,  w i t h  a  l e a g u e
p r e m i e r s h i p  b a c k i n g  u p  t h e i r  W N P L  a n d  W S L  C u p  v i c t o r y
e a r l i e r  o n  i n  t h e  s e a s o n ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  t o
c o m p l e t e  a n  h i s t o r i c  t r e b l e  i f  t h e y  c a n  g e t  u p  o n  S a t u r d a y .

T h e y  w e r e  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  t o p  t w o  a l l  s e a s o n  w i t h  W e s t ,
e x c h a n g i n g  p l a c e s  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  b e f o r e  t h e y
s t o r m e d  h o m e  w i t h  a  s c i n t i l l a t i n g  r u n  o f  f o r m  t h a t  s a w
t h e m  c o l l e c t  a l l  1 5  p o i n t s  f r o m  t h e i r  f i n a l  f i v e  h o m e  a n d
a w a y  f i x t u r e s ,  s c o r i n g  2 4  g o a l s  a n d  c o n c e d i n g  j u s t  f o u r .

T h e i r  4 - 1  v i c t o r y  o v e r  W e s t ,  a n d  t h e  e n s u i n g  s t u m b l e  t h a t
t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e i r  r u n  h o m e ,  p r o v i d e d
t h e m  t h e  p l a t f o r m  t o  p u s h  f o r w a r d  a n d  c l i n c h  t h e i r  f i r s t
e v e r  m i n o r  p r e m i e r s h i p  o n  t h e  f i n a l  w e e k e n d  w i t h  a
r e s o u n d i n g  7 - 3  v i c t o r y  o v e r  A d e l a i d e  U n i v e r s i t y .



T h a t  i m p e r i o u s  f o r m  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l s ,  a s  t h e y  r o m p e d
t o  a  6 - 1  d e m o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a g u e ’ s  s e c o n d - p l a c e d  t e a m  i n  t h e
Q u a l i f y i n g  F i n a l  a n d  s e a l  d i r e c t  p a s s a g e  t o  t h i s  w e e k e n d ’ s
M o u n t  B a r k e r  s h o w c a s e .  

I t  a l l  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  c l i c k e d  u n d e r  c o a c h  S i m o n  C a t a n z a r o ,  w h o
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  s t i n t  c o a c h i n g  i n  B a r c e l o n a  t o  t a k e  t h e  r e i n s
a t  I n t e r  t h i s  s e a s o n  a n d  h a s  h e l p e d  s t e e r  t h e i r  a s c e n t  u p  t h e
t a b l e .

I n t e r ’ s  s u c c e s s  i s  d o w n  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n
f r o n t  o f  g o a l  a n d  a t t a c k i n g  t a l e n t s  l i k e  C o t e  R o j a s ,  E m i l y
C o n d o n  a n d  D r a g a n a  K l j a j i c ,  b u t  t h e i r  s o l i d i t y  a t  t h e  b a c k  i s
n o t  t o  b e  u n d e r s t a t e d ,  b o a s t i n g  t h e  s t i n g i e s t  d e f e n s i v e  r e c o r d
i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  m i n o r  r o u n d .

H a v i n g  s t a r t e d  t h e  s e a s o n  w i t h  a  b a r r e n  t r o p h y  c a b i n e t ,  c o u l d
I n t e r  e n d  t h e  s e a s o n  w i t h  t h r e e  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r w a r e ?

W E S T  A D E L A I D E  ( 2 N D :  4 5  p o i n t s ,  + 3 1  G D )

L i k e  I n t e r ,  2 0 2 1  h a s  s e e n  W e s t  c e m e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  a m o n g s t
t h e  l e a g u e ’ s  e l i t e ,  r a r e l y  l o o k i n g  i n  a n y  r e m o t e  d a n g e r  o f
b e i n g  s h i f t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  c o m f o r t a b l e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  t o p  t w o  o f  t h e
W N P L  a l l  y e a r .  

A  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  e n d  t o  t h e  y e a r  s a w  t h e i r  t i g h t  g r i p  o n  t o p
s p o t  l o o s e n  a n d  s l i p ,  b e f o r e  a  6 - 1  t h r a s h i n g  a t  t h e  h a n d s
o f  t o n i g h t ’ s  o p p o n e n t s  i n  t h e  o p e n i n g  w e e k  o f  f i n a l s
f o o t b a l l  k n o c k e d  t h e  w i n d  o u t  o f  t h e m  f u r t h e r .

E n t e r i n g  t h e i r  c u t t h r o a t  P r e l i m i n a r y  F i n a l  w i t h  C i t y ,  t h e y ’ d  w o n
j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  s i x  m a t c h e s  a n d  w e r e  a t  r i s k  o f
b e i n g  d u m p e d  o u t ,  b u t  r a l l i e d  t o  r e g a i n  s o m e  f o r m  w i t h  a
c o n f i d e n c e - b o o s t i n g  4 - 0  v i c t o r y  t h a t  s e n t  t h e m  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e
f i n a l  t w o .



S k i p p e r  N i c o l e  T i l l e y ,  w h o  f i n i s h e d  t h i r d  i n  t h e  l e a g u e ’ s
G o l d e n  B o o t  w i t h  s o m e  t r u l y  r e m a r k a b l e  e f f o r t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
s e a s o n ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e ’ s  b e e n  p l e n t y  t o  t a k e  f r o m  t h e i r  r e c e n t
b r u i s i n g  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  I n t e r .
“ ( W e ’ v e  l e a r n t  t h a t )  t h e r e ’ s  n o  t i m e  t o  n o t  b e  s w i t c h e d  o n , ”
s h e  e x p l a i n e d .

“ I n  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  g a m e s ,  [ t h e  d a m a g e ]  h a s  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e
f i r s t  h a l f ,  s o  4 - 0  o r  5 - 0  ( d o w n )  a t  h a l f - t i m e ,  o b v i o u s l y  i t  w a s  a
b i t  o f  a  s h o c k  b u t  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l v e s  w e ’ v e  e i t h e r  w o n  o r
d r a w n ,  s o  [ w e  n e e d  t o  m a k e ]  s u r e  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  h a p p e n . ”

L i k e  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s ,  W e s t  a r e  f l u s h  w i t h  c r e a t i v e  p l a y e r s
w h o ’ v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e a s o n ,  w i t h  T i l l e y ,  G e o r g i a
M a c r i ,  L a u r a  J o h n s  a n d  M a w a  S u m a o r o  a l l  g e t t i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e
g o a l s  t h i s  s e a s o n .

T h e  b i g  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  l i e s  a h e a d  o f  W e s t  i s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c a n
f i n d  a  w a y  t o  k e e p  I n t e r  o u t  e a r l y  o n  a n d  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  f o r  a
m e m o r a b l e  t i t l e  w i n ,  w h i c h  t h e y ’ l l  b e  b a c k i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t o
d o  t h i s  w e e k e n d .



H E A D  T O  H E A D



Q u a l i f y i n g  F i n a l  ( 0 8 / 1 0 / 2 1 ) :  

S a l i s b u r y  I n t e r  6  –  1  W e s t  A d e l a i d e



R o u n d  1 8  ( 1 1 / 0 9 / 2 1 ) :  
W e s t  A d e l a i d e  1  –  4  S a l i s b u r y  I n t e r



R o u n d  1 4  ( 6 / 0 8 / 2 1 ) :  

S a l i s b u r y  I n t e r  1  –  1  W e s t  A d e l a i d e



R o u n d  7  ( 5 / 0 6 / 2 1 ) :  
W e s t  A d e l a i d e  1  –  2  S a l i s b u r y  I n t e r



W N P L  &  W S L  C u p  R o u n d  o f  1 6  ( 3 0 / 0 5 / 2 1 ) :  

W e s t  A d e l a i d e  0  –  2  S a l i s b u r y  I n t e r
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S T A T E  L E A G U E  1  |  M A T C H
P R E V I E W

T h u r s d a y  n i g h t  s e e s  W h i t e  C i t y  a n d  W e s t  T o r r e n s  B i r k a l l a
b a t t l e  i t  o u t  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  L e a g u e  O n e  C h a m p i o n s h i p  i n
w h a t  s h a p e s  a s  a  p r e - c u r s o r  t o  t h e  2 0 2 2  N P L  s e a s o n .

A  f i t t i n g  f i n a l e  t o  t h e  s e a s o n  w i t h  t h e  d e c i d e r  b e i n g
c o n t e s t e d  b y  t h e  t o p  t w o  i n  t h e  l e a g u e ,  t h e  m a t c h  i s
f i r m i n g  a s  a n  e x c i t i n g  o n e  f o r  t h e  n e u t r a l  b e t w e e n  t w o
s i d e s  w h o ’ v e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  s o m e  e n t e r t a i n i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .
 
T h e  w i n n e r  w a l k s  a w a y  w i t h  a  p i e c e  o f  s i l v e r w a r e  t o  t h e i r
n a m e  a s  a  h a n d y  b o n u s  t o  t h e i r  p r o m o t i o n  t o  t h e  t o p  f l i g h t
o f  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  f o o t b a l l ,  s o  w h o ’ s  i t  g o i n g  t o  b e ?

W H I T E  C I T Y  ( 2 N D :  4 5  p o i n t s ,  + 2 1  G D )

I t  w a s  a  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  e n d  t o  t h e  s e a s o n  f o r  W h i t e  C i t y ,
w h o s e  S t a t e  L e a g u e  O n e  P r e m i e r s h i p  w a s  s n a t c h e d  a w a y  i n
i n j u r y  t i m e  b y  B i r k a l l a  a s  t h e y  s l i d  t o  s e c o n d  o n  g o a l
d i f f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i n a l  r o u n d .  

T h e y  d i d n ’ t  t a k e  l o n g  t o  r e b o u n d  f r o m  m i s s i n g  o u t  o n
a u t o m a t i c  p r o m o t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e y  d i s p a t c h e d  t h e
m i n o r  p r e m i e r s  4 - 0  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l e g  o f  t h e i r  S e m i - F i n a l
b e f o r e  g r i n d i n g  o u t  a  1 - 1  d r a w  t o  s e a l  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e
G r a n d  F i n a l .  

T h e i r  t o p - f l i g h t  s t a t u s  f o r  2 0 2 2  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  a  w e e k  l a t e r
w h e n  B i r k a l l a  d a s h e d  M o d b u r y  J e t s ’  h o p e s  o f  a n  i m m e d i a t e
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  N P L ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  e n t e r  t h i s  w e e k ’ s
c o n t e s t  w i t h  m o r e  c l a r i t y .  

K y l e  M a r k h a m  w a s  t h e  c h i e f  d e s t r o y e r  i n  t h e i r  S e m i - F i n a l
f i r s t  l e g  t r i u m p h ,  n e t t i n g  a  h a t - t r i c k  a s  t h e y  a l l - b u t  e n d e d
t h e  t i e  a f t e r  j u s t  9 0  m i n u t e s  t o  t a k e  h i s  s e a s o n  t o t a l  t o  1 2
g o a l s  i n  1 7  m a t c h e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  L e a g u e  t h i s  y e a r .

 



T h e y ’ l l  b e  h o p i n g  f o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  s a m e  i n  t h e  G r a n d  F i n a l  a n d
h a v e  h a d  t h e  w o o d  o v e r  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  i n  t h e i r  f o u r  p r e v i o u s
e n c o u n t e r s  t h i s  y e a r  ( t w o  w i n s  t o  o n e ) ,  s o  w i l l  e n t e r  t h e  g a m e
f u l l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e .  

W T  B I R K A L L A  ( 1 S T :  4 5  p o i n t s ,  + 2 6  G D )
I t ’ s  b e e n  a  b r i l l i a n t  s e a s o n  f o r  B i r k a l l a ,  a s  t h e y  r e b o u n d e d
f r o m  a n  e i g h t h - p l a c e  f i n i s h  i n  2 0 2 0  t o  c l i n c h  t o p  s p o t  i n  t h e
m o s t  d r a m a t i c  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a n k s  t o  a  W i l l i a m  P l u s h
w i n n e r  i n  t h e  9 1 s t  m i n u t e  o f  t h e i r  R o u n d  2 2  m a t c h  a g a i n s t
P a r a  H i l l s  K n i g h t s .

T h e  w i n  p u s h e d  t h e m  a h e a d  o f  W h i t e  C i t y  o n  g o a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,
w h o  c o u l d  o n l y  m a n a g e  a  0 - 0  d r a w  a g a i n s t  A d e l a i d e  V i c t o r y ,  t o
s e a l  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  N P L  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  2 0 1 8 .  
T h e i r  w o r k  i s n ’ t  d o n e  y e t ,  t h o u g h ,  a n d  a f t e r  a n  e m p h a t i c  5 - 1
a g g r e g a t e  d e f e a t  t o  t o n i g h t ’ s  o p p o n e n t s  o v e r  t h e i r  S e m i - F i n a l ,
t h e y  r e b o u n d e d  a n d  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  h u n t  f o r  f u r t h e r  s i l v e r w a r e
t h a n k s  t o  a  N i c h o l a s  H a r p a s  b r a c e  i n  t h e i r  2 - 1  t r i u m p h  o v e r
t h e  J e t s  l a s t  w e e k e n d .

T h e  l o v e  h a s  b e e n  s h a r e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  g o a l  f o r  B i r k a l l a  t h i s
y e a r ,  w i t h  C a l v i n  M b a r g a  ( 9  g o a l s ) ,  L u c a  T r i m b o l i  ( 8 )  a n d
T y r e e c e  C o n w a y  ( 7 )  a l l  e n j o y i n g  p r o d u c t i v e  s e a s o n s  a s  p a r t  o f
t h e  b e s t  a t t a c k i n g  t e a m  i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  ( 4 5  g o a l s  s c o r e d ) .

T h e y ’ l l  b e  w a r y  o f  t h e i r  r e c o r d  a g a i n s t  W h i t e  C i t y  e n t e r i n g  t h e
c o n t e s t ,  b u t  w i l l  d r a w  o n  t h e i r  w i n  i n  R o u n d  2 0  w h i c h
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  1 7  g o a l s  c o n c e d e d  a l l
s e a s o n  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a  b l u e p r i n t  f o r  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  G r a n d  F i n a l .



S T A T E  L E A G U E  1  |  R O A D
T O  T H E  F I N A L S

W e e k  1  
White City 4 - 0 WT Birkalla
(Love 22', Markham 26', 59', 70')                  

Week 2
WT Birkalla 1 - 1 White City 
(Kounavelis 64') 
 

W e e k  1  
White City 4 - 0 WT Birkalla

Week 2
WT Birkalla 1 - 1 White City
(Makridis 54') 

Week 3
WT Birkalla 2-1 Modbury Jets
(Harpas 28', 71')    



H E A D  T O  H E A D



S E M I  F I N A L  2  ( 9 / 1 0 / 2 1 ) :  

W T  B i r k a l l a  1  –  1  W h i t e  C i t y





S E M I  F I N A L  1  ( 2 / 1 0 / 2 1 ) :  
W h i t e  C i t y  4  –  0  W T  B i r k a l l a






R 2 0 ( 4 / 9 / 2 1 ) :  
W T  B i r k a l l a  3  –  1  W h i t e  C i t y






R 9  ( 1 9 / 6 / 2 1 ) :  
W h i t e  C i t y  2  –  1  W T  B i r k a l l a
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S T A T E  L E A G U E  2  |
M A T C H  P R E V I E W

T h e  f i r s t  o f  o u r  f o u r - n i g h t  G r a n d  F i n a l  b o n a n z a  p i t s  A d e l a i d e
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  V i p e r s  F C  a g a i n s t  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  a  b a t t l e  t o
s e c u r e  p r o m o t i o n  t o  S t a t e  L e a g u e  O n e  i n  2 0 2 2 .  

B o t h  s i d e s  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  p l a y  f o r  t o n i g h t  w i t h  n o t  o n l y  a
c h a m p i o n s h i p  o n  t h e  l i n e ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  f i n a l  p r o m o t i o n  s p o t
( t h e  f i r s t  b e i n g  t a k e n  b y  P o r t  A d e l a i d e  a s  t h e  m i n o r  p r e m i e r s ) .

T h e  m a t c h  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  a  s p e c t a c l e  b e t w e e n  t w o  o f  t h e  t o p
s c o r i n g  s i d e s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  b o t h  o f  w h o m
e n d e d  t h e  s e a s o n  w i t h  v e r y  h e a l t h y  g o a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  s o  w e ’ r e
c o u n t i n g  d o w n  t h e  h o u r s  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h o  i t ’ l l  b e .

A D E L A I D E  U N I V E R S I T Y  ( 2 N D :  5 1  p o i n t s ,  + 2 9  G D )

T h e  e n d  t o  t h e  s e a s o n  w a s n ’ t  w h a t  U n i  h a d  h o p e d  f o r ,  w i t h
t h e i r  1 - 1  d r a w  w i t h  S e a f o r d  R a n g e r s  o n  t h e  f i n a l  d a y  a n d  P o r t
A d e l a i d e ’ s  t h u m p i n g  v i c t o r y  o v e r  G a w l e r  E a g l e s  c a u s i n g  t h e m
t o  m i s s  o u t  o n  t h e  m i n o r  p r e m i e r s h i p  a n d  a u t o m a t i c  p r o m o t i o n
a s  a  r e s u l t .

T h e y  h i t  t h e  g r o u n d  r u n n i n g  i n  t h e i r  S e m i - F i n a l ,  t h o u g h ,
c o m f o r t a b l y  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  P i r a t e s  3 - 1  i n  t h e  a w a y  l e g  a n d
1 - 0  a t  h o m e  t o  e a r n  t h e m s e l v e s  a  w e e k  o f f  a n d  a  s e c o n d
c h a n c e  a t  s e c u r i n g  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  t i e r  i n  t h e  S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a n  f o o t b a l l  p y r a m i d .  

O n e  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n  w a s  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  M i c h a e l
M a t r i c c i a n i  a s  H e a d  C o a c h ,  w h o  m o v e d  f r o m  A d e l a i d e  C i t y  i n
t h e  N P L  t o  h e l p  U n i  a c h i e v e  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  h a s  a l r e a d y
c o m f o r t a b l y  i m p r o v e d  o n  t h e i r  f i f t h - p l a c e  f i n i s h  a n d  s e c o n d -
r o u n d  f i n a l s  e x i t  f r o m  l a s t  y e a r .

W h e r e  U n i  h a v e  a l s o  e x c e l l e d  t h i s  s e a s o n  i s  i n  t h e i r  f i x t u r e s
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  G r a n d  F i n a l  o p p o n e n t s ,  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  t e a m  i n
t h e  l e a g u e  t o  n o t  c o n c e d e  a g a i n s t  t h e m  a t  a l l  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  s o
t h e y ’ l l  d r a w  c o n f i d e n c e  f r o m  t h e i r  p a s t  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d
s t r o n g  f i n a l s  f o r m .



T o n i g h t ’ s  G r a n d  F i n a l  c o u l d  b e  t h e  f i r s t  b i g  s t e p  i n
M a t r i c c i a n i ’ s  r e i g n  a t  U n i ,  w i t h  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  a  c h a m p i o n s h i p
f i r m l y  o n  t h e  a g e n d a .

V I P E R S  F C  ( 4 T H :  3 7  p o i n t s ,  + 2 3  G D )

I t ’ s  b e e n  a n  a l m i g h t y  r u n  t o  t h e  G r a n d  F i n a l  f r o m  V i p e r s ,
w h o ’ v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g r i n d  o u t  t h r e e  s u c c e s s i v e  c u t t h r o a t  f i n a l s
v i c t o r i e s  t o  g i v e  t h e m s e l v e s  a  f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  o f  p r o m o t i o n
a g a i n s t  t h e  o d d s .

T h e y  f i r s t  e d g e d  p a s t  S e a f o r d  o n  p e n a l t i e s ,  h a v i n g  b e e n
u n a b l e  t o  f u l l y  c a p i t a l i s e  a f t e r  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  w e n t  d o w n  t o
t e n  m e n  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  m i n u t e  a n d  n i n e  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  e x t r a  t i m e ,
b e f o r e  a n  o w n - g o a l  w a s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  m a k e r  t h e  n e x t  w e e k
a g a i n s t  N o a r l u n g a .

V i p e r s  c l a i m e d  t h e i r  b i g g e s t  s c a l p  i n  t h e  P r e l i m i n a r y  F i n a l ,
b u n d l i n g  m i n o r  p r e m i e r s  P o r t  A d e l a i d e  o u t  o f  t h e  f i n a l s  i n
s t r a i g h t  s e t s  o n  t h e i r  h o m e  d e c k  t h a n k s  t o  a n  e a r l y  J o a q u i n
T o r r e s  s t r i k e  t h a t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  t h e  w i n n e r .  

F o r  a  s i d e  t h a t  s c o r e d  5 5  t i m e s  a n d  c o n c e d e d  3 2  i n  2 2  m i n o r
r o u n d  m a t c h e s ,  t h e  t h r e e  g o a l s  s c o r e d  a n d  j u s t  o n e  c o n c e d e d
i n  o v e r  f i v e  h o u r s  o f  f i n a l s  f o o t b a l l  s i n c e  s p e a k  t o  t h e i r
d e f e n s i v e  s o l i d i t y  a n d  a b i l i t y  t o  g r i n d  o u t  r e s u l t s  w h e n  t h e y ’ r e
n e e d e d  m o s t .  

A l t h o u g h  i t  s e e m e d  u n l i k e l y  a  f e w  w e e k s  a g o ,  V i p e r s  n o w  f i n d
t h e m s e l v e s  j u s t  9 0  m i n u t e s  a w a y  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c i n g  S t a t e
L e a g u e  O n e  f o o t b a l l  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h i c h  t h e y  w o n ’ t
r o l l  o v e r  f o r  a s  t h e y  p r e p a r e  t o  b e s t  U n i  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s
s e a s o n  t o n i g h t .



S T A T E  L E A G U E  2  |  R O A D
T O  T H E  F I N A L S

W e e k  1  
Port Adelaide 1 - 3 Adelaide University
(Bowman 11', Giles-Stubna 51', Macgowan 67')

Week 2
Adelaide University 1 - 0 Port Adelaide
(Gretchko 18')
 

W e e k  1  
Vipers FC 1 - 1 Seaford Rangers (3-2 on penalties)
(J. Torres 62')

Week 2
Noarlunga United 0 - 1 Vipers FC
(K. Rowe (OG) 44')



Week 3
Port Adelaide 0-1 Viper FC
(J. Torres 21')



H E A D  T O  H E A D

R o u n d  1 5  ( 0 1 / 0 9 / 2 1 ) :  



A d e l a i d e  U n i v e r s i t y  1  –  0  V i p e r s  F C



R o u n d  4  ( 0 8 / 0 5 / 2 1 ) :  



V i p e r s  F C  0  –  2  A d e l a i d e  U n i v e r s i t y






